No.: CBSE/AFF /Circular-B/2017/ | = j 340 Dated: 23.02.2017
Sub.: Safety of school children in the school bus.

The Central Board of Secondary Education {CBSE) has always been an ardent
advocate of pursuing "Student centric policles’ which inter alia includes curricular, co-
curricular and health aspects for holistic development of the child's personality. The
advisories issued by the Board in form of various circulars, the emphasis on compliance of
its Affiliation bye-laws and various directives of the Government as well as the judgments
pronounced by the Courts — aim at achieving this endeavor,

2. Hon'ble Supreme Court of India, vide judgment dated 16-12-1897 in W.P.(Civil)
13029 of 1985 in the case of Sh, M.C Mehta Vs Union of India & Others, sensing the gravity
of the issue has issued the order which, inter alia includes guidelines for safe plying of
school buses and to ensure the safety of school children travelling in the bus.

3. However, the recent unfortunate instances reported in the media about callous
approach by certain schools with respect to the safety of school children during transit to
and fro to the school have again agitated deep concem regarding the safety of the schoal
children. The time has come to make the schools sensitive to this serious issue and to take
proactive remedial measures to ensure that safe transport for school children becomes one
of the paramount safety objectives for every CBSE affiliated school.

4, CBSE Affiliation bye-laws (Chapter Il, Rule 8.5) read with CBSE Circulars
No.28/2004 dated 26.07.2004, No.01/2012 dated 08.06.2012, No.20/2014 dated 06.02.2014
and No.04 dated 28.10.2016 bear exhaustive provisions which are to be followed by every
CBSE affiliated school for safety of school children during transit. The faith, trust and
respansibility reposed in schools by parents should be the cardinal guiding beacon for every
school to meet the expectations and contribute towards nurturing of young citizens of the
country

% Taking into consideration the judgment pronounced by the Hon'ble Supreme Court,
the statutory provisions, directives of the State Governments, provisions in Affiliation bye-
laws and circulars issued by CBSE from time to time, a comprehensive guidelines have
been consolidated, which is enclosed as Annexure- |. These guidelines should be
scrupulously followed and complied with by all affiliated schools, as an integral part of
Affiliation bye-laws.

8. The Management and the Head of the CBSE affiliated schools will be held
responsible for any lapse in this regard which would invite appropriate action including the
disaffiliation of the school as per the provisions under Affiliation bye-laws. oy
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Copy for information and compliance:
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ix.

X,

i,

wiv,

All the Principals of the Schools Affiliated to the CBSE.

All the Managers of the Private unaided Schools Affiliated to the CBSE.

The Director of Education, Delhi, Chandigarh, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim. Port Blair.
The Director, Secondary Education Department of all States.

The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18-Institutional Area, Shaheed
Jeet Singh Marg, New Delhi - 110016.

The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, A-28, Kailash Colony, New Delhi.

The Director, Central Tibetan School Administration, Ess Ess Plaza, Community
Centre, Ea-:wa Rohini-85.

EOQ to Chairman, CBSE

All HODs of CBSE.

The Director (IT), CBSE, Delhi - for uploading the Circular on CBSE Website.
The Joint Secretary (A&L), CBSE, Preet Vihar, Delhi.

The Joint Secretary (Co-ordination), CBSE, Delhi.

All Regional Officers of CBSE- for dissemination of the circular and guidelines
through bulk mail to all affiliated schools in their respective region.

The PRO, CBSE, Delhi for appropriate dissemination and publicity.
The Research Officer (Technology), Affillation, CBSE - for further circulation to all
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Annexure- |

GUIDELINES FOR TRANSPORT FACILITIES IN SCHOOLS

1. Exterior of the Bus

a) School buses should be painted yellow with name of the School written
prominently on both sides of the bus so that these can be identified easily.

b} “School bus" must be prominently written on the back and front of the bus
camrying school children. If, it is a hired bus, “On School Duty” should be
clearly written.

c) Details of the Driver (name, address, licence number, badge number) and
Telephone no. of the school or owner of the bus, Transport Department's
Helpline number and Registration number of the vehicle shall be displayed
at prominent places inside and outside the bus in contrast colour. It is to be
clearly visible to all the passengers in the bus and to the public so that in case
of necessity, the school authority! police or other authorities can be informed.

2. Interior of the Bus

a) The windows of the bus should be fitted with horizontal grills and with mesh
wire.
b} The doors of the bus should be fitted with reliable locks that can be locked.

¢} The school authorities must ensure that emergency exit doors are installed in
each school bus.

d) The school buses should be fitted with speed governors with maximum speed
limit of 40 kmiph.

e} The school authorities should ensure that every school bus should possess
two fire extinguishers of ABC type of 5 kg capacity having 1S| mark. One of
which should be kept in the driver's cabin and second near the emergency
exit door, Similarly, training should be given to the driver, conductor and lady
attendant/guard to operate the fire extinguisher.

f) The seats of the school bus must be of non-combustible materials for safety
of school children.

g) Global Positioning System (GPS) and CCTV arrangement should be made
compulsorily in each school bus. It shall be ensured by the owner of the bus
that the GPS and CCTV thus installed, is kept in working condition at all the

time. Q
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3. Manpower in the Bus

a) Each school should designate one Transport Manager who will be entrusted

with the responsibility to ensure the safety of school children travelling by
school bus. Name and contact details of the Transport Manager of the schoal
must be prominently displayed outside and inside the school bus.

b) The driver of the school bus shall possess a valid driving licence and must
have minimum five years of experience of driving heavy vehicles.

¢) In addition to the driver, there shall be a conductor, holding a valid licence,
deployed in each bus, and his gualification, duties and functions should be in
consonance with the provisions in Rule 17 of Motor Vehicles Rules, 1893,

d) Provision shall be made by the school authorities for at least one well-trained
lady attendant, preferably a lady guard, in each school bus, to attend the
school children travelling in the bus, who will ensure safe travel of the children
during the entire journey and also render adequate assistance for safe
boarding and de-boarding of the children.

€] The school authorities are also directed to voluntarily evolve an arrangement,
as far as possible, that in each school bus at least one parent should be
present, who would oversee the conduct of the driver and other staff present
in the bus during the journey. This step would ensure that safety measures
are complied with in letter and spirit and the driver drives carefully.

f) Under no circumstances any outsider except the bus driver, conductor, the
authorized well trained lady guard and one parent of wards, shall be allowed
to board the school bus,

4. Facilities in the Bus
a) The school bus must have a First Aid Box and drinking water.

b) To keep the school bags safely, there shall be a space fitted under the seats
or at a convenient place inside the bus,

c) The school buses shall be fitted with alarm bell and siren so that in case of
emergency everyone can be alerted.

d) The school bus shall not be fitted with curtains or glasses having films.
&) The school bus shall have sufficient white lighting inside the bus.

f) Activities inside the school bus should be visible from outside whenever the
bus is plying on road. Q
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Permits

a) Affiliated schools shall not own or hire any transport service which does not
have valid permit or do not fulfill the requisite permit conditions prescribed by
the State Transport Departments.

b) There should be valid Insurance of the school bus as well as passengers in
the bus as per “The Motor Vehicles Act 1988".

c) Medical checkup regarding the physical fitness of the driver including eye
testing shall be made every year, Fitness certificate issued by the competent
authority shall be obtained as per the safety standard under “The Motor
Vehicles Act 1988",

d) The driver who has been challaned more than twice in a year for any kind of
offences which inter alia include red light jumping, violation of lane discipline
or allowing unauthorized person to drive, cannot be employed by the schoal
authorities,

e) The driver who has been challaned even once for the offence of over
speeding, driving dangerously or for the offences under section 279, 337, 338
and 304A of the Indian Penal Code or under POCSO Act, 2012 cannot be
employed by the school authorities.

f) The driver shall be dressed in the uniform of grey trouser and jacket or as
prescribed by the State Transport Department with his name plate along with
name of owner of the school bus distinctly embossed.

g) The school bus shall be driven by a driver having valid public service vehicle
badge with photograph issued by the State Transport Department.

h) If age of the students is below 12 years, the number of students carried shall
not exceed 1 ¥ times the permitted seating capacity and the students above
12 years shall be treated as one person.

1) Periodical fitness certificate regarding roadworthiness of the school bus shall
be obtained as per “The Motor Vehicles Act 1988"

1) Any school authority and/or the driver of the school bus found to have violated
the provision of “The Motor Vehicles Act 1988" and the rules framed
thereunder as well as of the directions of the Board, State Government and
the Courts must be penalized.

k) In case of hired school buses, the school authorities shall enter into a ‘valid
agreement’ with the owner / transpaorter of the school bus and the driver of the
school bus shall carry a copy of such agreement.

I) The record having details of the students fermed indicating the name, class,
residential address, blood group, points of stoppage, route plan shou
always be kept in readiness with the bus conductor inside the school bus. D
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m) Whenever a contract carriage is used for carrying the school children, the
owner of the vehicle must give intimation to the local police station as well as
the concermned District Traffic Police Authority clearly indicating the name of
the driver and particulars of the vehicle etc.

n) The school bus drivers are restricted to use mobile phone while driving

the school bus and are restricted to have interactions with the students
and bus staff beyond a limit.

Arrangements to be made by school authorities

a) The school authority shall ensure that the doors of the school buses shall
remain shut while the bus is in moving condition.

b) They will ensure that the school buses halt only at bus stops designated for
the purpose and within the marked area.

c) The school authority shall make safe arrangement for boarding and de-
boarding of school children from the school bus.

d) The school bus will remain in stationary mode while boarding and de-
boarding of school children from the school bus.

e) Refresher training course with a view to fine-tune and increased proficiency of
driving shall be imparted to drivers of the school bus periodically i.e. twice in a
year.

fi No dniver shall be allowed to drive the school bus in a drunken condition.
Regular check up in this regard shall be undertaken by the school authorities,
In case of any suspicion, the driver of the school bus must be subjected to
‘Medical Test' immediately and appropriate action including action for
cancellation of the driving licence shall be undertaken.

g) The school authority must provide one mobile phone in each school bus 2o
that in case of emergency the school bus can be contacted or the dnver/
conductor of the school bus can contact the Police, State authority and the
school authority.

h) The school authority shall ensure that the school buses are not permitted to
over-take any four wheeler while carrying the school children.

i) The schoaol authority shall ensure to train the students to maintain discipline
while boarding, commuting and de-boarding the school bus so that no one
gets hurt.

i) The school authority shall make necessary arrangements for parking of the
school buses inside the school campus at the time of boarding and
boarding of school children. |j
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k) In case it is not possible to park the school buses inside the school campus,

the school buses must be parked in such a way so that it does not create any
traffic hazard for other vehicles.

l) Periodic feed-back from school children using school Transport facility with
regards to dnver/conductor be taken and records are to be maintained.

m) The school authority should encourage the students to conduct programs
through play, exhibition etc. during the Road Safety Week to create the
awareness in public.

7. Advisory to Parents

a) Parents are equally responsible for the safety of their children during school
journeys.

b) Parents must ensure that the mode of transport arranged by the school
authorities or by themselves is absolutely safe for children.

c) They should note down the violations committed by the driver and other staff
of the school buses and immediately report to the school authorities or the
concemned State authorities.

d) Parents must participate in PTA meetings and discuss the safety aspects of
their children,

e) Parents must avoid using the transport services from vehicles not having valid
licence or permit to carry the school children.

f) Parents must play the role of a vigilant observer on this sensitive subject.

=,

X

(H‘.. sﬂﬂlﬂm;]ﬁ I+
Deputy Secretary (Affiliation)

e —— " T e e S B ol L e — i Sl T T R R N e 8 L B M - e
“Fan s, 2, ungaie o, W fawe, el 110092
“Shiksha Kendra" 2, Community Centre, Preet Vihar, Dalhi - 110092
w9 [ Telepnone: +91-11 22509256, +91-11-23509757 ¥wame J Website - www.chsenic.in



