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The SSC CHSL (Combined Higher Secondary Level) examination is conducted in three tiers. Here’s a detailed exam pattern for each tier:

SSC CHSL Exam Pattern, SSC Combined Higher Secondary Level
Exam Pattern PDF Download

Tier-I: Computer Based Examination (Objective Type) – SSC CHSL Exam Pattern

1. Exam Mode: The Tier-I examination is conducted online (Computer-Based Test or CBT).
2. Paper Pattern: It consists of four sections.
3. Total Marks: The Tier-I exam is of 200 marks.
4. Total Questions: There are a total of 100 questions.
5. Duration: The duration of the Tier-I exam is 1 hour (60 minutes). For PwD candidates, the duration is extended to 80 minutes.
6. Marking Scheme: Each correct answer is awarded 2 marks, and for each incorrect answer, there is a negative marking of 0.50 marks.

Section-Wise Breakdown:

1. General Intelligence and Reasoning:
Number of Questions: 25
Marks: 50

2. General Awareness:
Number of Questions: 25
Marks: 50

3. Quantitative Aptitude:
Number of Questions: 25
Marks: 50

4. English Comprehension:
Number of Questions: 25
Marks: 50

Tier-II: Descriptive Paper – SSC CHSL Exam Pattern

1. Exam Mode: The Tier-II exam is a pen-and-paper-based examination (Descriptive Paper).
2. Paper Pattern: It consists of two sections.
3. Total Marks: The Tier-II exam is of 100 marks.
4. Duration: The duration of the Tier-II exam is 1 hour (60 minutes). For PwD candidates, the duration is extended to 80 minutes.

Section-Wise Breakdown:

1. Essay Writing: Candidates are required to write an essay of 200-250 words.
Marks: 50

2. Letter/Application Writing: Candidates need to write a letter or an application of about 150-200 words.
Marks: 50

Tier-III: Skill Test/Typing Test – SSC CHSL Exam Pattern

The Tier-III skill test/typing test is qualifying in nature and does not carry any marks. The details are as follows:

1. Data Entry Operator (DEO): Candidates should have a speed of 8,000 Key Depressions per hour on the computer.
2. Lower Division Clerk (LDC)/Junior Secretariat Assistant (JSA): Candidates should have a typing speed of 35 words per minute in

English or 30 words per minute in Hindi.
3. Postal Assistant (PA)/Sorting Assistant (SA): Candidates should have a typing speed of 35 words per minute in English or 30 words

per minute in Hindi.
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Important Points:

1. The final merit list for the SSC CHSL examination is based on the performance of candidates in Tier-I and Tier-II.
2. Tier-III (Skill Test/Typing Test) is of qualifying nature, and candidates must secure the minimum required speed to be considered

eligible.
3. Candidates are required to bring their own typewriters for the skill test, and typewriters are not provided by the examination

authorities.
4. The Tier-I examination is objective in nature, while Tier-II is a descriptive paper where candidates need to write essays and letters.
5. Candidates must adhere to the specified time limits for each section of the examination.

It’s important for candidates to understand the SSC CHSL exam pattern thoroughly to prepare effectively for each tier of the examination.
Additionally, they should refer to the official SSC CHSL notification for the specific year they are applying for to get the most up-to-date
information regarding the examination.


