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Activity Sheet for Classroom Teaching-
Learning for Class XII English

4 )

The Worksheets will certainly lead
the classroom interaction to its
objective by helping the teachers to
facilitate learners in a more

systematic way.
\ J

Activity Sheet: Introduction

The newly introduced Activity Sheet in
place of the traditional question paper at higher
secondary English is a welcome change. It will
certainly bring about a positive change in the
classroom teaching approach, methodology and
techniques. For language like English, learning is
a constructive process which takes place in an
input- rich environment where language is acquired
through free and fearless participation. Learning
and using whatever is learnt simultaneously take
place in a language classroom as the learners are
constantly involved in activities where all language
skills are integrated.

It is observed (and is corroborated
by many teachers) that teachers
sometimes find it difficult to
carry out teaching-learning
activities in the classroom in the *
absence of detailed guidelines for
the same. If we change the
evaluation scheme, we have to change
classroom methodology. The teachers
of English at the higher secondary level
now must introduce teaching and learning
through activity method. To overcome this
difficulty and in order to make carrying out
the activities in a more planned and smooth
way, Activity Sheets

or Worksheets for learning should be
designed. The Worksheets will certainly lead
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- Dr. Shrikant S. Ukhalkar
@ 9850318901

the classroom interaction to its objective by helping
the teachers to facilitate learners in a more
systematic way.

What is an Activity Sheet or Worksheet?
To put it simply, a Worksheet is an
instructional tool that allows a learner to put
concepts and ideas into practice. A Worksheet
may be used to help a student practise the
process of understanding, writing etc., connect
ideas, to review key points from after reading an

extract and more.

From teachers’ point of view, A Worksheet
is a piece of paper, often preprinted in a way
designed to help organize material for teaching-
learning or clear understanding. It is a sheet of
paper on which work schedules, working time,
special instructions, etc. are recorded. It is a
programme of smaller activities to be conducted
in a classroom.

Why use Activity Sheets?
p».)\ Using an Activity Sheet is
e advantageous in many ways
* An Activity Sheet is the
teacher’s/ facilitator’s
road map of what
students need to learn
and how it will be done
effectively during the
class time.

* It provides a
teacher logical
sequence  of

grﬁm) s ‘v.'if-ﬁﬂ'
%‘\ tasks to be
= given to
learners, and a

step by step completion of
the topic to be taught.

(Rt wmor - BT 203¢ ... I¢)




every activity/task.

. Worksheets are very useful for direct
instruction.

. Interactions are brought about in the class.

. Students get training in completing self-
learning modules.

. It enables the teacher to supervise
effectively and work as a facilitator in the
class.

. It is a time-bound programme of teaching

and learning.

A Sample Activity Sheet for Classroom
Teaching-Learning

A BOY WITH A MISSION

Activity: Reading

Read the following extract in about four
minutes.

In 1945 in Bay Roberts, Canada, a 12-
year-old boy saw something in a shop window
that set his heart racing. But the price- five
dollars - was far beyond Reuben Larle’s means.
Five dollars would buy almost a week’s groceries
for his family.

Reuben could not ask his father for the
money. Everything Mark Earle made fishing,
Reuben’s mother Dora, stretched like elastic to
feed and clothe their five children.

Nevertheless, he opened the shop’s
weathered door and went inside. Standing proud
and straight in his flour-sack shirt and washed out
trousers, he told the shopkeeper what he wanted,
adding, “but I don’t have the money now. Can
you please hold it for me?”

“I will try,” the shopkeeper smiled. “Folks
around here don’t usually have that kind of
money to spend on things. It should keep for a
while.”

Reuben respectfully touched his worn cap
and walked out into the May sunlight. The bay
rippled into freshening wind that ruffled his short
hair. There was purpose in his loping stride. He
would raise the five dollars and not tell anybody.

Hearing the sound of hammering from a
side street, Reuben had an idea.

He ran towards the sound and stopped at
a construction site. People built their own houses

in Bay Roberts, using nails purchased in burlap
sacks from a local factory. Sometimes the sacks
were discarded in the flurry of building, and
Rueben knew he could sell them back to the
factory for five cents apiece.

That day he found two sacks, which he
took to the rambling wooden factory and sold to
the man in charge of packing nails. The boy’s
hand tightly clutched the small five cent pieces as
he ran the two kilometers home.

Near his house stood the ancient barn that
housed the family’s goats and chickens. Reuben
found a rusty baking-soda tin and dropped his
coins inside. Then he climbed into the loft of the
barn and hid the can beneath a pile of sweet-
smelling hay.

It was super time when Reuben got home.
His father sat at the big kitchen table, working on
a fishing net. Dora was at the black kitchen
range, ready to serve dinner as Reuben took his
place at the table.

He looked at his mother and smiled. Sunlight
from the window gilded her shoulder-length blond
hair. Five foot three, slim and beautiful, she was
the centre of the home, the glue that held it
together.

Her chores were never ending. Sewing
clothes for her family on the Singer treadle
machine, cooking meals and baking bread, planting
a vegetable garden, milking the goats and
scrubbing soiled clothes on a washboard. But she
was happy. Her family and their well being were
her highest priority. (455 words)

Activity: Scanning.

Read the extract again and complete the following
note.

Characters in the story

1.

2
3.
4

Activity: Guessing.

The extract is about Reuben’s family and their
life. It tells us that Reuben wants to buy something
from the shop. Do you know what exactly he
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wants to buy?

Yes/No

Activity: Guessing

For whom does he want to buy the ‘thing’? *

a. For his father

b. For his mother

c. For his brothers

d. For himself.

Activity: Understanding by drawing

inferences

Earle family is a poor family. Find four sentences

in the text which support this. (Hint: You can find

the sentences in paras 1, 2, 3 and 8)

1.

2.

3.

4,

Activity: Drawing conclusions.

Read the following sentences carefully.

a. Standing proud and straight in his flour-
sack shirt and washed out trousers, he told
the shopkeeper what he wanted.

b. Reuben respectfully touched his worn cap
and walked out into the May sunlight.

c. He would raise the five dollars and not tell
anybody.

These sentences show that.......

a. Reuben was a rough boy.

b. Reuben had self-respect.

C. He was selfish by nature.

Activity: Finding details to support an idea.
Reuben’s mother was the centre of the home.
The writer explains this in paragraph 12. Pick out
the sentences from which we know that she was
the centre of the family. (Hint: Read carefully
Paras 4 and 6)

1.

2.

3.

Activity: Drawing inferences from meaningful
information.

The extract also tells about the financial condition
of the people in Bay Roberts. Find two instances
which show that the people were not rich.

1.

2.

Activity: Skimming.

The extract focuses on some attitudes of

teenagers like Reuben.

Match the Reuben's behaviour in different

situations with the right kind of qualities it shows.

A B

1. Reuben enters the shop
though he does not
have the money.

2. Reuben decides to
earn rive dollars

a. Simplicty

and not to tell any

body. b. Daring
3. Reuben approaches

the in charge of

packing nails at the

factory. c. Innocence
4. Reuben hides the

money. d. Understanding
5. Reuben does not

ask his father
for the money.
6. Reuben is not

e. Secrecy

ashamed to wear

flour-sack shirt. f. Determination
Activity. Looking at Linkers and Connectors
to understand.
Look at the word ‘nevertheless’ in paragraph 3.
It shows opposition of ideas. Though Reuben
was poor he entered the shop. These ideas are
linked with the word-connector ‘nevertheless’.
Find other similar connectors from the text. What
opposite ideas does it link? (See Para 12)
Opportunity to Produce Teaching Material

National Curriculum Framework 2005 has
recommended teacher-produced teaching material.
Introduction of worksheet at secondary stage will
give the teachers opportunity to produce teaching
material suitable to the learning capability of his/
her students. It will bring in innovation besides
making the teachers responsive to the new trends
and practices in teaching of English at higher
secondary stage. ?) ‘;2'9

N
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1. Empower Citizens

2. Promote Transparency

3. Accountability in the working of the
Government, contain corruption, and make
our democracy work for the people in real

sense
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