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A man was walking down the road with 
two heavy bundles. He was on a journey. Soon 
he was joined by another who had nothing to 
carry. The first one happened to be a master 
and the second, a servant.  The master who 
was richly dressed was carrying the 
bundles.The servant was empty-handed and 
he appeared to be in search of some work, to 
sustain his life. These two men did not know each other.  Since they had 
met accidently, and were walking on the same road they introduced each 
other and walked together slowly.  The master was cunning and greedy 
whereas the servant was innocent and honest.

      “Sir, I see that you have heavy bundles to carry!” the servant observed 
“May be I can help you to carry the load?”

     The master could not walk freely because of the bundles.  He wanted to 
pass the burden to the servant. So when the servant offered to carry his 
bundles, he could not resist the offer. sustain – support

cunning – skill of deceiving others
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“Oh, thank you” he said  
“I will offer you food today, for 
the help you are rendering” the 
master added.

    On the way, the servant 
found and took a silver coin from 
the ground.  The master grabbed 
it and said “It's mine”.

    After sometime, they saw a 
gold coin on the ground. Again the master took it, put it in his bag and said, 
“I am sure it has fallen from my bag. This is my gold coin.”  The servant did 
not react to the master's behaviour, though he understood his greediness.

     At midday, they rested under a tree.  The master had some apples in 
his bag and began to eat the fleshy portions of it.  He gave the peels to the 
servant and said, “I promised that I would give you food.  The peels have 
more nutrients and vitamins! So eat them!”

     The servant was shocked on being treated so badly. “What a greedy 
person is he!” he thought to himself “He does not share his things with 
others”.

    After travelling some distance, the master found a small bag on the way. 
“What a cute little bag!” he exclaimed and opened it “Wow!  A bag of gold 
jewels! I wonder whose it is!  Since I found this bag,  it shall be mine.” he 
announced.

     “Oh no, master” cried the servant “I feel that it is not the right thing to do. 
These jewels look royal.  Perhaps someone has looted the king's palace 
and has accidently droppedit while escaping.  Please surrender the bag 
in the king's court.  Otherwise you will be in trouble”

 “You fool!” shouted the greedy master”You mind your own business. I 
shall keep the jewels myself, 
and don't you breathe a word 
to anyone regarding this!” 
ordered the master.

peels – outer skin of a fruit
nutrients – an essential substance for growth
surrender – giving back to someone



want to work for you. Please allow me to leave you” he said “I  can sense 
danger as long as the jewel bag is with you”. Saying this, the servant left 
the master and continued his journey alone.

Unable to carry the heavy load, 
the master decided to take rest that 
night and then depart when the sun 
came up in the morning.  It so 
happened that the place he chose to 

spend the night, was the front yard of a house that belonged to a loyal 
soldier of the king.  Now news had spread that the queen's jewels had 
been looted from the palace.  

    The next morning, when the master woke up, he was in for a shock.  
The soldier was standing near him. He said “I need to search your 
belongings. It is the king's orders.”

    The master protested feebly.  But his protests were not heeded.

The soldier spread out all the things and searched thoroughly.  He saw the 
small bag containing the queen's jewels and lost no time in escorting the 
master to the king's palace.

     Now you can imagine the rest of the happenings.  You can 
continue the story and give a fitting end.

     The servant was terribly upset.  “In that case master, I no longer 

escort - to accompany with someone
looted - stolen
depart - leave
protest - to object
heed - to listen to
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1. innocent      --

2. peals

Example
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How would you fill the room with, if you were one of the sons?

will

Giving back

"Covet all, lose all"? 
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Alliteration is the use of the same letter or sound at the begining of words, 
that are close together.
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    The news of the volcano was flashed on all the television channels.  
Mr.Venkat and his son Siddhanth were shocked, as the news caught their 
attention.

      Siddhanth read the same in the newspaper in the following days.  He 
had many questions to ask his father before he retired to bed.

     “Appa, why are there many calamities happening on our earth – like 
tsunamis, earthquake, floods and now this volcano!”

  Father said, “There might be many geological and scientific 
explanations”. After a pause he continued, “but some of these calamities 
are due to the greed of man” he said.

     “How can that be? Can you give me an example?” queried Siddhanth.

      “Global warming”

   “Global warming?” repeated Siddhanth       
“What does it mean?”

       “It is the warming up of the earth”

  “Appa, you must be joking” said  
Siddhanth “Who is heating up the earth?”

calamity - disaster
geological - study of the earth
queried - questioned

?
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“Well”, said father “Water vapour from air-
conditioners, carbon-di-oxide and methane 
from all the vehicles and factories heat up the 
earth and cause global warming”.

Siddhanth was confused. “How are we 
affected by the global warming?” he asked.

Father said, “These gases destroy the 
ozone layer around the earth.  Heat and harmful rays from the sun would 
raise the earth's temperature.  Now tell me would you like to live in a 
planet which feels like a hot pan?”

 “I would not.  I would rather escape to the 
hill stations!”

“Yes my son, because of the rising heat, 
many new diseases are on the rise. Many 
plants and animals are dying.  Tsunamis, 
earth quakes and volcanoes sometimes 

happen because of the heat in the core of the 
earth.”

Siddhanth immediately asked the next question, “Appa, now tell me, 
how can we reduce the global warming?”

Father was happy.  “My son, we need to reduce the use of fossil 
fuels.”

 “What do you mean by fossil fuels, appa? I don't understand.”

“It is coal, gas and petrol.”

“You mean we should not use the car and bikes?” Siddhanth 
was shocked. “Do you think it is possible?”

 “We should use eco-friendly vehicles like bicycles, tricycles and 
cycle-rickshaws.  One should make use of public transport like bus and 
train, whenever possible.  Short distances can be covered by walking, 
which keeps your mind and body fit.”

   “Hmm..sounds difficult, but I 'll try.” Siddhanth admitted. “What else 
should be done Appa?”

    “We need forests.  We need 
more trees.”

a

core – centre of the earth



E
N

G
LI

S
H

62

   “Yes, I know; trees give out oxygen and take in carbon dioxide, which is 
good for us.”

     “Use of plastic should be reduced.  We should carry cloth or jute bags 
for shopping.”

     “What about the plastic now we use?” asked Siddhanth

    “That can be recycled and used again” said father.

Siddahanth ran and got a small bit of newspaper and showed it to his 
father excitedly. “Appa, look at this information given here.”

     “How serious it is!” exclaimed Siddhanth “I am going to gather all my 
friends and  form an Eco-club.  We are going to plan for a plastic-free zone 
and plant saplings along our streets.  Each house will take care of two 
saplings.”

     “Good my boy; After all we have only one planet – green with life. Why 
should we lose it?” Father smiled proudly at Siddhanth and went to bed.

plastic-free zone – an area without using plastics
saplings – small plants
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A LETTER TO GROWN-UPS

Dear  Grown-ups,
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I. CONJUNCTIONS :

Warm up.                                               
Mohan came first.  Prakash came  

second in the race.

Mohan came first Prakash came and 
second in the race.

Read the above sentences.  

What is the difference between the two?

Do you want an apple?  Do you want 
an orange?

Do you want an apple an orange?or 

Did you notice that and   are used as LINK words to join two '' ''and    or''''
sentences?  Those are called as conjunctions.  Other examples are 
''but, because, although, while, for, nor''

A. Fill up the blanks with the appropriate conjunctions, from the 
conjunction box.   

  and     or     but     because     while although

1. I need a pen, a pencil                              a paper.

2. I can either go by bus                              an auto.

3. I was absent to school yesterday                               I was sick.

4. I would love to eat cakes and chocolates                           my mom 
has warned me against it.
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6. Sundar missed the train                         he came early to the 
station.

12. The World Cup Cricket match was cancelled                          of the 
rains.

13. I do not  like  our  Mathematics  teacher                             I like our  
Science teacher.

14. Give food to your pet  puppy                            the puppy will die.

15. Nancy                         Naveen come to the school by the school 
bus.

7. I love to visit Iceland             I know it is very cold.

9. Get the newspaper                           you wait here in the bus stand.

10. I lost in the 100 metres dash                 I ran fast.

8. Do you like to have tea                           coffee?

5. Make hay                            the sun shines.
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B.  Join these two sentences with a conjunction given in the box.

1. I did not get my Report Card signed. My father is angry.

2. Jack  went up the hill.  Jill went up the hill.

Subbu could not complete the work.  Arun also could not complete. 

Neither Subbu                             Arun could complete the work.

Arjun likes the bike ride.   I like the car ride.

Watch your step.  You will fall into a ditch.

My baby brother had an injection today.  He did not cry.

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. Mr. Anand's  flight arrived late.  He could not come to the meeting 
in time.
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II. PREPOSITIONS.

I lie down  the bed.on

The bed is  the wall.near

My brother lies  me.beside

Our pet cat lies  us.in between

Sometimes my baby brother hides  the bed.under
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IN ON UNDER NEXT TO

BEHIND IN FRONT OF BETWEEN



A. Now fill in the blanks using the above prepositions:

1. The ball is                         the table.

2. The cat stands                       the sofa.

3. The mat lies                         the floor.

4. The lamp is placed                         the vase and the book.

5. The book is kept                          the table.

7. Pretty flowers are kept                        the vase.

8. There is a chair                         to the table.

6. The clock is hung                         the wall,                    the table.
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The ''wh'' words are what, which,
were, why, when, who, whom,
 whose  and how.

III. WHO?  WHAT?   WHERE?   WHY?   WHEN?
A. Warm-up with a real FUN game with WH questions.

Note : Even though ''how'' does not begin with ''wh'', it is a part of this 
group.

B. Read the Answers and complete the questions using WH words.

1.                                are you ?

 I am Sita.

2.                                                                        ?

 I live in Trichy.

3.                                                                         ?

 I am studying in Class IV.
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4.             ?

 I enjoy playing chess and Kho-Kho.

5.            ?

 I will go home when my brother comes and picks me up.

6.           ?

 I have two brothers.

7.           ?

 I had visited Chennai two months ago.

8.           ?

 We celebrate Diwali and Pongal.

9.            ?

 My favourite colours are red and orange.

10.            ?

 I wish to become a pilot.

IV. PUNCTUATION.

Let's see how you can use them correctly.

Take a look at these punctuation marks.  Have you found them 

anywhere in your text book or any other material?
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We should always begin a sentence with a capital letter.

We end the sentence with a full stop.

Eg :  Chennai is hot during May.   

If the sentence is a question,  then put a question mark at the end of 
the statement. (?)

Eg :  Is Chennai very hot?

If the sentence shows surprise or wonder, then put an exclamatory 
mark.   (!)

Eg :  What a hot day it is!

We use a comma to separate words in a list.

If there is a dramatic pause in a sentence, a colon or a semicolon or a 
hyphen is used. 

Eg :  Our school has a foot ball ground, a 
tennis lawn, a basketball court   
and two volley ball courts.

Eg :  This is our school- the main building  
standing tall and grand.

A. Punctuate the following statements.

1. i  ate an apple today

2. what a delicious apple it was

3.  my mom asked me to complete my homework

4. o god I am very tired how can i do my homework
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5. I bought a pen a ruler a notebook and crayon set from the shop

6. how beautifully  rajan paint

7. at school we study mathematics english science history and 
geography

8. why are you always late to school

9. as soon as the gun is shot the athletes take to their heels

10. the music was played the flag went up the pole

Read the following sentences :
This is my father

That lady's handbag was stolen.

We use an APOSTROPHE ( '  ) to show that something belongs to 
somebody.

B. Now put the apostrophe in the correct place.

1. My auntys baby is so cute.

2. I am playing with Kannans ball.

3. Cows horns are painted during Pongal festival.

4. This is a famous childrens book store.

5. The hunter did not dare to enter into the lions den.
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Now read these instructions :

Do not          can also be written as          don t' 

Can  not       can be written as           can t' 

We use an APOSTROPHE ( ' ) to indicate  missing letters in a 
contraction.

       

C. Rewrite the following sentences, in a contraction, using an 
apostrophe.

I am sorry                         

It is okay.  Do not worry.  

You should not have done this

They have come.     

Is it not very hot here?

You are my friend.                 

I did not do this.

They are here! 

He is dancing.                        

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10.     

Read these lines :

“Complete your work and then play” said Father.

“Come inside the class” said the teacher.

The QUOTATION marks (   “      ”  ) are used to mark the exact words of 
the speaker.                         
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will not come.

   I' ve   -   I have we ll    -  we will     she s  -  she is' ' Eg :



D. Now let's see if you can insert the quotation marks at the right 
place.

1. Good morning teacher said the class.

2. Be silent inside the library the Librarian instructed.

3. Don't disturb the patients said the nurse.

4. What a wonderful place is this!  Hari exclaimed.

5. Why don't you clean the black board?  asked the class pilot.

E. Now that you are thorough with the full stop, comma, exclamatory 
mark, question mark, apostrophe and quotation mark, will you be 
able to rewrite using the correct punctuation marks? 

 Come on child,  all the best !   Read the passage :

a crow found a piece of cheese she flew 
up on a tree branch she wanted to eat the 
cheese there  a fox was walking by he 
looked up and saw the crow having the 
cheese in its beak the fox was hungry he 
wanted to trick the crow and steal the 
cheese the fox said to the crow you look very beautiful how nice it 
would be if you open your mouth and sing  a sweet song the crow 
was flattered she opened her beak to sing at his moment the 
cheese fell down from her beak the fox grabbed the cheese and 
ran off
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 'I can, I did' 
Student's Activity Record   

   Subject:

Sl.No Date Lesson 
No.

Topic of the 
Lesson

Activities Remarks
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