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NCERT SOLUTIONS

Reading with Insight

1. You will probably agree that this story does not have breathless adventure and exciting 

action. Then what in your opinion makes it interesting?

It is true that though the story "The Summer of the Beautiful White Horse" has neither any 

breathless adventure nor any exciting action, yet it holds the interest of the readers. It begins in

a mood of nostalgia and takes us back to the memories of our own childhood when the world 

was full of every imaginable kind of magnificence, and life was still a delightful and mysterious 

dream.

2. Did the boys return the horse because they were conscience-stricken or because they were 

afraid?

The boys returned the horse because they were conscience-stricken not because they were 

afraid. Mourad and Aram belonged to the Garoghlanian family which was famous for its 

integrity and honesty. Due to their passion for riding and fun once, they stole a beautiful white 

horse.
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4. The story revolves around characters who belong to a tribe in Armenia. Mourad and Aram 

are members of the Garoghlanian family. Now locate Armenia and Assyria on the atlas and 

prepare a write-up on the Garoghlanian tribes. You may write about people, their names, 

traits, geographical and economic features as suggested in the story.

The Garoghlanian family:

This entire concept of the existence of this tribe is said to be fictitious. It's said to be formed by 

William Saroyan in his book “My name is Aram” (1940). Garoghlanian tribe were famous for 

their honesty. They were proud of their family. Honesty came next and then they believed in 

right and wrong. None of them would take advantage of anybody in the world. No member of 

the Garoghlanian family. Hospitality is also an important function in the Armenian culture. 

Social gatherings revolve around large amounts of food. The religion of most Armenian people 

is Christianity, which is structured around forgiveness of sins and focuses on the spirit of 

Tolerance.



Assignment # 3

You can download the assignment or if you do not have the facility to get printout then you can

ask your ward to copy the assignment in a simple notebook and must do question and answers 

in the same.

NOTE:    THIS ASSIGNMENT NEEDS TO BE DONE UNDER THE HEADING OF EXTRA QUESTION 

AND   ANSWERS.

1. What impression do you form of cousin Mourad?

2. Describe the narrator’s experience of early morning ride with his cousin Mourad.

3. Who was John Byro? What problem was he facing these days?

4. How did Uncle Khosrove react to John Byro’s complaint about the steal of his 
horse?

5. Why did Aram find it hard to believe that Mourad had stolen the horse?

6. What do you think induced the boys to return the horse to its owner?



ANSWERS

1. Maurad was the narrator’s cousin. He was considered one of the craziest members of

the Garoghlanian  tribe.  He was full  of  life  and loved following  his  passions  without

caring for people around him. He could do anything to do the things he loved. Only a

crazy boy like him could take the horse for riding at early dawn every day. He sacrificed

his  night’s  sleep  every  night  for  his  passion  for  riding.  He  even  risked  his  tribe's

reputation for  his  passion for  riding.  Mourad had the knack of  handling almost  any

critical situation. His heart was full of love for animals. Mourad was considered to have

taken after his uncle, Khosrove who was also very eccentric.

2. First, Aram is awakened by his cousin Mourad, who is seated on a beautiful white horse.

After he recovers from his surprise, Aram dresses quickly and leaps down to the yard

from his window.

Then, he jumps up onto the horse behind Mourad. On this first ride, Aram stays behind

Mourad on the horse. The horse makes its way from Walnut Avenue (where Aram and

his family live) to Olive Avenue. After riding together for a time, Aram gets down from

the horse and lets Mourad ride alone.

      As Aram watches, Mourad races the horse across a field towards an irrigation ditch. The

horse successfully leaps over the ditch, and before long, Mourad circles back to Aram. This

time, it is Aram's turn to ride alone. He leaps onto the horse and waits for it to move. Aram

is so excited about the prospect of riding alone that he forgets to give the horse a signal.

This is why the horse initially stands still.

       eventually,  Aram kicks into the muscles of  the horse,  and the animal  begins to run.

However,    there is more trouble ahead for Aram, as he has little knowledge of how he should

steer a horse.  Instead of running across the field to the irrigation ditch and heading back to

Mourad, the horse takes off to the vineyard of Dikran Halabian. There, it leaps over seven vines,

and Aram eventually falls.

 Without looking back, the horse races ahead. It takes Mourad half an hour to find the horse.

So, Aram's first horse ride is an eventful one; it certainly doesn't go as he initially envisions.

3. John Byro was the farmer to whom the house actually belonged. His only complaint was

about his horse which had been stolen. He couldn't do his chores because his horse was

not with him to help any longer.

4. John Byro was sad that his white horse had been stolen last month and it was missing

even then. Instead of showing any sympathy, uncle Khosrove became very irritated and

shouted: “It's no harm, pay no attention to it”.



5. Aram found it hard to believe because the tribe that both Aram and Mourad belonged

to was known for their honesty. No member of their tribe could think of taking undue

advantage of anyone; stealing was considered despicable among them. For this reason,

Aram could not believe Mourad could have stolen the horse.

6. The boys returned the horse to Byro not because they were afraid but because their

conscience pricked them. When John Byro met the boys,  the stolen horse was with

them. John Byro recognized his horse buit refused to believe that Mourad and Aram had

stolen it. According to him, the fame of theior honesty was widely known. This was the

juncture when the conscience stricken boys decided to return the horse. 


