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Q1 What is Democracy?

Q2 what is the difference between direct and indirect democracy?

Q3 Explain the election system of India.

Q4 What is the first past the post system?

Q5 Explain proportional representation.

Q6 what is the difference between the first past the post system and proportional 
representation?

Q7 Why did the India adopt first past the post system?

Q8 What is the reserved constituencies ?

Q9 What do you mean by free and fair  elections?

Q10 What do you mean by universal adult franchise?

Q11 What is the role of Independent election commission of India 

Q12 Suggest some electoral reforms that are needed in India
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Note- Topic wise Explaination and question answers are given below in the study material . 
Students are required to do these question answers in their fair registers. Moreover 
assignment is to be done at the end of the chapter as a self practice 

chapter 3
election and representation 
elections and democracy
Elections are the most important for the sustenance of democracy. Elections are the process
by which people of 18 years vote for their representatives. Representatives then take 
decisions on behalf of public and formulate welfare policies.
We distinguish between direct and indirect democarcy. Direct democracy is a process where
people donot elect representatives. Here people directly participate in decision making. 
People sit together, discuss and make their own decisions which are then implemented by 
them. for example: ancient city states in greece. But it is possible only when population is 
small. Because in small population everybody can participate in decision making. 
But where population is large direct democracy is not possible. Such a large population 
cannot take decisions. It will lead to tensions, chaos and delay in decision making. So there 
is indirect democracy where people elect their own representatives and these 
representatives then take decisions. Like india, USA or any other country. In india direct 
democracy exists in village panchayats.
Question and answers
Ques1. What is direct democracy? (imp)
Ans1. Direct democracy is a process where people donot elect representatives and directly 
participate in decision making.  
Ques 2. Give an example of direct democracy? (imp)
Ans 2. Ancient city states oof greece. 
Ques 3. What is indirect democracy? (imp)
Ans3. Indirect Democracy is where people elect their own representatives and these 
representatives then take decisions. 
Ques 4. Give an example of indirect democracy?
Ans 4. Like India, USA 
Ques 5. Does direct democracy exists in india?
Ans 5. Yes, in village panchayats.
Elections
In indirect democracy, people choose their representatives through the process of elections. 



Anyone above the age of 18, can participate in elections and the candidate who has got 
largest number of votes will wim the elections and will be chosen as their representative. 
Therefore, election is a method to choose representatives. Here, citizens have very limited 
role to play in taking major decisions and in running administtrations. It's the chosen 
representative that take major decisions. So electing a represenative becomes very 
important.
But all elections are not democratic. Large number of non democartic countries carry out 
elections just to show that their representatives who are running the country are chosen by 
them. So it is to gain legitimacy and faith of people that representatives are chosen by 
public. And it also keeps a check that people do not protest against representatives. For 
example: china.
So to ensure that elections take place in ademocratic way and not for just show purpose, 
constitution lays down certain rules to carry out free and fair elections. These basic rules are 
like: who is eligible to vote, who can contest, how do voters choose their represenatives? 
Etc.
Question and answers
Ques1. Do elections take place only in democratic countries? (less imp)
Ans1. No. elections take place in non democartic countries as well. 
Ques2. Why do elections take place in non democratic countries? (lessimp)
Ans 2. Elections take place in non democratic countries so as to win the confidence and faith
of public in the political system. Otherwise, public can protest if representatives are elected 
according to the whims and fancies of authorities or dictators.
Types of election system
There are different types of election system. In India, the system is that the candidate who 
gets the highest number of votes gets elected and he is chosen as our representative. But in
other countries, there are different methods of electing a candidate. They may not be 
electing only the person who has got the highest number of votes but also who has got the 
second or the third highest number of votes. But we should not forget , that different types of 
election procedures does not mean that there is no democracy in that country. Different 
democracies have their own way of electing. We will learn more about this further. We will be
talking about two types of election system a. first past the post system b. proportional 
representation
FPTP (First Past The Post System)
In this election system, whichever candidate has more votes than all other candidates will 
win the election and he will be chosen as the representative. India has adopted the FPTP 
system. But there is a problem with this system.
Let me explain you by an example. 
In 1984, also the year when Indira Gandhi was shot dead, congress party won 80% of seats 
that is 415 seats out of 543 constituencies. By this standard , everybody will think that if 
congress has won 80% of seats than large number of people would have voted for the 
congress party. But this did not happen. Only 48% of people voted for them. Isn't this in 



contrast that when congress has won 80% of seats than why less than 50% have voted for 
them?
Let me explain this further.
This happened because in our country, there is a special method of election.

Our country is divided into 543 constituencies

Each constituency elects one representative.

And the candidate who secures the highest number of vote in that constituency is elected. 
This means that winning candidate need not secure a majority of votes i.e. 50%. And this is 
FPTP. And it is also called the plurality system. The candidate who crosses the post first is 
the winner.

Now going back to our question. why congress won 80% of seats and less than 50% of 
votes? because in many constituencies congress party got less than 50% of votes, Rest of 
the votes were divided among oppositional parties. But when the vote got divided amongst 
opposition then even they could not win because first they did not get majority and they got 
less number of votes because the votes were divided among large opposition parties. So 
coongress got the highest number of votes and congress won in that constituency. This is 
the reason that even if they got less votes they won majority of seats.

Questions and answers

Ques1. Which system of election is adopted in india? (imp)

Ans1. First past the post system

Ques 2. What is first past the post system? (imp)

Ans2. FPTP means an election system where a candidate wins more votes than all other 
candidates and is declared elected.

Ques 3. What is plurality system? (imp)

Ans 3. Plurality system is also called FPTP. It means an election system where a candidate 
wins more votes than all other candidates and is declared elected.

Ques 4. Does this system has any shortcomings? (imp)

Ans 4. Yes, FPTP system has problems in its system.

In this system even if the candidate has not won majority of votes, he will win. This means 
even if 50% of people do not like that he/she should be our representative then also that 
candidate will win. The reason is that the other votes get divided among oppositional parties.
So this system does not represent the views of all.



Here, the party with highest number of votes will win. So this means any new party cannot 
win because they might not be able to win highest number of votes. So this system 
discourages new party to enter into politics.

Ques 5. Which election system has been adopted in india? (imp)

Ans 5. FPTP.

Proportional representation

This is the second type of election system. It means that when votes are counted, each party
is allotted the seats according to the votes it has won. This is called proportional 
representation. A party gets the same proportion of seats as its proportion of votes. That 
means it has got 48% of votes then it will get 48% of seats.

There are two variations in PR system. 

Where the country is treated as one constituency. In this only one list is prepared where 
candidates get seats according to the votes they have won.

And where the country is divided into many constituencies. In this each constituency 
prepares a list of candidates and they are elected according to the votes they have won

In this system, more than one representative come to power. And views of different section 
are given representation. This system is followed in Israel. Here voter votes for the party and
the representative is elected on the basis of party's lists. So here no one candidate is held 
responsible. But in FPTP system, there is one candidate for a constituency who can be held 
accountable and answerable.

So what is the difference between FPTP and proportional system.

The difference between FPTP and proportional system is

FPTP 

  

Country is divided into small units called 

constituencies

Every constituency elects one representative

Voter votes for candidate

A party may get more seats than votes in 

elections. For example: congress party in 1984.

Example: UK, india

Proportional representation

   

The country may not be divided into small 

constituencies. The country may be treated as 

one large constituency.

More than one representative may be elected for 

one constituency

Voter votes for party

Every party gets seats according to the votes 

polled.

Example: Israel



Question and answers

Ques1. What is proportional representation? (imp)

Ans 1. It is an election system where a party gets the same proportion of seats as its 
proportion of votes.

Ques 2. Give an example of PR system? (imp)

Ans 2. Israel

Ques3. What is the problem in PR system? (imp)

Ans 3. In PR system, a party is chosen. And the representative is elected on the basis of 
party's lists. Because seats are distributed according to the shares of votes gained, so more 
than one representative come to power. Since, no one candidate is held responsible or 
accountable, therefore PR system poses problem to the public.

Ques4. How FPTP is different from PR system? (imp)

Ans 4. The difference between FPTP and proportional system are:

FPTP 

  

Country is divided into small units called 

constituencies 

Every constituency elects one representative 

Voter votes for candidate

A party may get more seats than votes in 

elections. For example: congress party in 1984.

Example: UK, india

Proportional representation

   

The country may not be divided into small 

constituencies. The country may be treated as 

one large constituency. 

More than one representative may be elected for 

one constituency

Voter votes for party

Every party gets seats according to the votes 

polled.

Example: Israel



PR system in india.

India adopted PR sytem on a limited scale for the election of president, vice president and 
election of Rajya Sabha and Vidhan Parishads. It is called Single transferrable vote 
system(STV). It is a complex system of elections.

Question and answers 

Ques1. Does india have a PR system? (imp)

Ans1. Yes, india has a PR system in the form of single transferrable vote. It is used in the 
election of president, vice president and election of Rajya Sabha and Vidhan Parishads.

How does STV works? (less imp)

The third variant of PR is single transferrable vote system. Every state has specific number 
of seats. For example each of the 7 north eastern states has 1 seat in rajya sabha. Whereas 
uttar pradesh has 31 seats, andhra pradesh has 18. Similarly all states have specific number
of seats in rajya sabha. These members are elected by respective state legislative 
assemblies. Here the voters are MLAs in that state assemblies. Every voter marks the 
candidate according to his /her preference. all MLAs will give their lists of preferences.  All 
the candidates must secure minimum votes. 

And that minimum vote is : 

(Total votes polled / total number of candidates to be elected+1) +1

So if 4 rajya sabha members were to be elected then 200 MLAs of rajasthan assembly will 
elect (200/4+1)+1 = 41 Votes.

All candidates must secure 41 votes. Now the candidate who has secured the lowest 
number of first preference votes are eliminated. And that candidate who gets eliminated, his 
votes are tranferred to those who are mentioned as second preference on those ballot 
papers. This process continues till the required number of candidates are declared elected.

FPTP in India

India adopted FPTP system in India. The reasons were:

FPTP is a simple election system to be understood by common voters. unlike Proportional 
representation system which is a complicated one. And as india gained independence many 
were illiterates and it would have been difficult to understand the PR election system.



FPTP gives clear choice to the voters to either vote for a candidate or a party. But in PR 
system, the voter has to vote for the party and then candidate is elected according to the 
party lists.

In FPTP system, the voter knows whom they have voted for. They can hold him/ her 
accountable. But in PR, voters vote for the party and candidates are elected on the basis of 
party's lists. so the voters don't know who to hold accountable for the welfare.

Also in FPTP, one representative comes to power so there is no clash of ideas and interests.
but in PR, many representatives come to power and there is a possibility that conflict of 
interests might take place leading to constant fights and delay in decision making. So FPTP 
was suited for giving a stable form of government.

In FPTP, the candidate works for the entire community not any specific community. So this 
leads to the formation of a nation. It has discouraged candidates to get votes from one 
community. In FPTP, having support of only one community, a candidate will not be able to 
win elections. He/she will need support of various communities. So it will help in building 
unity rather than dividing society. But in PR, voters might vote on the basis of community 
lines because there is a possibility of each community coming to power because seats will 
be shared according to the shares of votes. And this might lead to division in society.

 Question and answers

Ques1. Why did FPTP was introduced in India? (imp)

 Ans 1. FPTP was introduced in india because:

FPTP is a simple election system to be understood by common voters. unlike Proportional 
representation system which is a complicated one. And as india gained independence many 
were illiterates and it would have been difficult to understand the PR election system.

FPTP gives clear choice to the voters to either vote for a candidate or a party. But in PR 
system, the voter has to vote for the party and then candidate is elected according to the 
party lists.  

In FPTP system, the voter knows whom they have voted for. They can hold him/ her 
accountable. But in PR, voters vote for the party and candidates are elected on the basis of 
party's lists. so the voters don't know who to hold accountable for the welfare. 

Also in FPTP, one representative comes to power so there is clash of ideas and interests. 
but in PR, many representatives come to power and there is a possibility that conflict of 
interests might take place leading to constant fights and delay in decision making. So FPTP 
was suited for giving a stable form of government. 

In FPTP, the candidate works for the entire community not one. So this leads to the 
formation of a nation. It has discouraged candidates to get votes from one community. In 



FPTP, having support of only one community, a candidate will not be able to win elections. 
He/she will need support of various communities. So it will help in building unity rather than 
dividing society. But in PR, voters might vote on the basis of community lines because there 
is a possibility of each community coming to power because seats will be shared according 
to the shares of votes. And this might lead to division in society.  

Reservation of constituencies

In FPTP, there's a problem that only dominant social group or caste will be able to win 
everywhere. And the weak and oppressed like lower castes will get under-represented. But 
our constitution has introduced the system of reservations to overcome this problem. It has 
provided for reservation of seats in Lok Sabha and state legislative assemblies for scheduled
castes and scheduled tribes. This provision was made initially for 10 years but has been 
extended by amending constitution.

It was initially thought to introduce separate electorates instead of reservations. But ' concept
of 'separate electorate' was strongly opposed by constitution makers as it would lead to 
division in society and affect unity of the country. Separate Electorates mean that for electing
a representative for a particular community, only those voters will be eligible to vote who 
belongs to that community. Separate electorates already proved too dangerous that it lead to
partition of the country. So concept of 'separate electorates' was dropped and reservations 
were introduced.

Reservation means that to choose a person from particular community everybody can vote 
irrespective of its caste and community. So, certain constituencies were reserved for 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. It means in these constituencies, all voters are 
eligible to vote but the candidate should belong either to scheduled caste or scheduled tribe.

There are 543 constituencies in the country in which 79 are reserved for scheduled castes 
and 41 for scheduled tribes.

Questions and answers 

Ques1. What are reservations?  (imp)

Ans1. Reservations means that certain constituencies are kept reserved for a particular 
community or social section so as to have their proper representation.

Ques2. Why were reservations introduced? (imp)

Ans 2. Reservations were introduced because the oppressed and weaker community was 
under-represented in the political system. So, to have their proper representation and to 
make their voice and needs heard, constituencies were reserved for them.

Ques3. How many constituencies are reserved for scheduled castes? (less imp)

Ans 3. 79



Ques4. How many constituencies are reserved for scheduled tribes? (less imp)

Ans 4. 41

Delimitation of reserved areas

There are 543 constituencies in india. But how are these constituencies formed? Who 
defines these constituencies? There is a body which decides how constituencies are formed.
And it is called Delimitation Commission. It is appointed by president of india and works in 
collaboration with election commission of India. The population of SC/ST decides whether 
the area is to be reserved for SC/ST. if it is having a higher proportion of SC/ST population, 
then that constituency is reserved. The reserved constituencies are spread in the entire 
country. Because the population of SC/ST are spread in the country. Every ten years, 
delimitation exercise is carried out and the reserved constituencies are rotated accordingly. It
is carried out after ten years because census happens after evry ten years. After the census 
of India gives information of the composition of population, constituencies are shaped 
accordingly.

There is no reservation for any other group except SC/ST. Lately, reservation of women in 
Lok Sabha has been demanded.  

Question and answer

Ques1. How are constituencies decided? (imp)

Ans1. Constituencies are decided by delimitation commission. 

Ques2. What is a delimitation commission?  (imp)

Ans2. It is a body which draws the boundaries of constituencies all over the country. 

Ques3. Who appoints delimitation commission? (less imp)

Ans 3. President

Ques4. For which community have constituencies been reserved?

Ans 4. SC and ST.

Ques5. For which section/group reservation has been demanded recently?

Ans 5. Women.

Ques6. In collaboration of which authority does delimitation commission works?

Ans 6. Election commission of india

Free and fair elections



For conducting free and fair elections, we require an impartial and transparent election 
system. Our constitution has listed many provisions to have free and fair elections, but we 
will be discussing about two measures:

Universal adult franchise and right to contest

Election commission of india

Universal adult franchise

Universal adult franchise means that all adults are eligible to vote in the elections. 

(Universal means everybody, Adult means above 18 years, Franchise means voting)

Till 1989, adults above the age of 21 years had the right to vote. But an amendment in the 
constitution reduced the eligibility for voting to the age of 18 years in 1989. Universal adult 
franchise ensures that everybody above the age of 18 are able to participate in elections. 
This shows the principle of equality and non discrimination.

Question and answers

Ques1. What is universal adult franchise? (imp)

Ans 1. Universal adult franchise means that adults above the age of 18 have the right to vote
in elections

Ques2. On what principles universal adult franchise stand? (less imp)

Ans2. Universal adult franchise stands on the principles of equality and non discrimination.

Right to contest

All citizens have the right to stand for elections. Different age restrictions are there for 
contesting different elections. For example: for contesting lok sabha elections you need to be
above 25 years. And there is also a legal restriction that anybody who have undergone 
imprisonment of two or more years cannot contest elections.

Question and answers

Ques1. Who can contest lok sabha elections? (imp)

Ans 1. Anybody who is above the age of 25 and has not undergone imprisonment of two or 
more years can stand for lok sabha elections.

Independent Election Commission

To have free and fair elections, our constitution has created an independent body to look at 
the functioning of elections in India. It is called election commission. Article 324 provides for 
an independent election commission. Election commission provides for 'superintendence 



(supervision), direction and control of electoral roll and conduct of elections' in India. Many 
countries do not have an independent mechanism.

There is a chief electoral officer in every state. Election commission does not look after local 
body elections like Panchayats or Municipal corporations. State election commission look 
after local elections.

Election commission is either a single or multi member body. Till 1989, it was single member
body. Just before, 1989 elections two commissioners were appointed. But after elections it 
became single member body again. And again in 1993 , two election commissioners were 
added and since then it is a multi member body. There were differences that it should not be 
a multi member body. But then after decision taken by Supreme Court, it was decided that it 
should be a multi member body.

There is a chief election commissioner and two election commissioners. And alll three have 
equal powers. They are appointed by president of india on the advice of council of ministers. 
So it is also possible that the ruling party might appoint a partial commissioner.

CEC and other commissioners are appointed for 6 year term or they continue till the age of 
65. CEC can be removed before the term by the president if both houses of parliament 
recommends with a special majority. And election commissioners can be removed by 
president of India.

Functions of Election Commission 

Updates the voter's list. Adults who have attained the age of 18 are included 

Ensures that voter's list is free of errors like non existence of names of registered voter or 
existence of non eligible voters

Determines timings of elections and prepares election schedule

Ensures election are free and fair. It can postpone or cancel the election in the entire country
or specific state

Implements a model code of conduct. It sees to it that no hatred speech or speech which 
favors a particular community is said

Accords recognition to political parties and election symbols

In recent years, Election commission has started using powers more assertively. It acts in 
the unbiased and fair manner. It has held 14 lok sabha elections, and many state and bye 
elections. It held electionsin militancy affected areas like assam, punjab, jammu and 
kashmir. It postponed elections mid way when rajiv gandhi was assassinated. In 2002, 
gujarat assembly was dissolved, and elections postponed when the State was hit by 
violence.



Question and answers

Ques1 what is an election commission? (imp)

Ans1. To have free and fair elections, our constitution has created an independent body to 
look at the functioning of elections in India. It is called election commission.

   Ques2. Which article provides for election commission? (less imp)  

  Ans 2. Article 324

   Ques 3. How is the chief election commissioner removed? ( less imp)

   Ans 3. CEC can be removed before the term by the president if both houses of parliament 
recommends with a special majority. And election commissioners can be removed by 
president of India. 

   Ques 4. What is special majority? (less imp)

    Ans 4. Special majority should fulfil two criterion:

Two thirds majority of those present and voting

Simple majority of total membership of the house

Ques 4. What are the function of election commission? (imp)

Ans 4. Functions of Election Commission 

Updates the voter's list. Adults who have attained the age of 18 are included 

Ensures that voter's list is free of errors like non existence of names of registered voter or 
existence of non eligible voters

Determines timings of elections and prepares election schedule

Ensures election are free and fair. It can postpone or cancel the election in the entire country
or specific state

Implements a model code of conduct. It sees to it that no hatred speech or speech which 
favors a particular community is spoken.

Accords recognition to political parties and election symbols

 Ques 5. What remarkable work has been done by Election Commission? (imp)

Ans 5. Election commission acts in an unbiased and fair manner. It has held 14 Lok Sabha 
elections, and many State and Bye elections. It held elections in militancy affected areas like
Assam, Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir. It postponed elections mid way when Rajiv Gandhi 
was assassinated. In 2002, Gujarat assembly was dissolved, and elections postponed when 
the State was hit by violence.



Electoral reforms

To make election system perfect, some suggestions have been given:

Election system should be changed from FPTP to PR. Because PR system allows better 
representation of communities given the diversity of the country.

Special provision that at least 1/3rd of women are elected to parliament and assemblies.

Strict measures to control money and muscle power. Election expenses should be made out 
of special fund of government.

Criminals should be banned from contesting elections

Ban on the use of caste and religious speech

Regulate functioning of political parties and ensure they function in democratic and 
transparent manner.

To have free and fair elections, people should be more vigilant and political parties and 
candidates should abide by democratic aspirations.

Questions and answers

Ques1. What is the success of election commission of india? (V imp)

Ans 1. The success of election commission in india is due to:

It allows voters not only to freely choose representatives but also allows toi peacefully 
change governments both at state and national level.

Voters and parties have taken keen interest in political system. Ther has been rise in the 
voters and parties in india.

Our election system has proved to be inclusive and accomodating. The social composition is
changing. Now our representatives come from different social sections.

Malpractices and rigging instances have come down drastically.

Elections have become part and parcel of our life. Our governments donot disrespect the 
verdict. And no government is formed without holding elections.

Ques 2. Suggest some electoral reforms to make our election system perfect? (V imp)

Ans 2. To make election system perfect, some suggestions have been given:

Election system should be changed from FPTP to PR. Because PR system allows better 
representation of communities given the diversity of the country.

Special provision that at least 1/3rd of women are elected to parliament and assemblies.



Strict measures to control money and muscle power. Election expenses should be made out 
of special fund of government. 

Criminals should be banned from contesting elections

Ban on the use of caste and religious speech

Regulate functioning of political parties and ensure they function in democratic and 
transparent manner. 

To have free and fair elections, people should be more vigilant and political parties and 
candidates should abide by democratic aspirations. 

  


