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ANSWERS 

CHAPTER 1 : THE FUN THEY HAD 

1. Tommy had found a real book in the Attic. It had alphabets that were fixed and did not change even when 

revisited. 

2. Margie was not happy with her school because her school was next to her bedroom and she has to study 

whole day and she had a robotic teacher. 

3. Refer notes. 

4. The kind of school described in the story ‘The fun they had’ is an ideal school. At present as we are in an era 

where everything is done according to the set academic rules and patterns. Though emotional and humane 

touch makes children feel cared and looked after but having children of different caliber and IQ learn together 

makes some of them neglected. The challenge of competition has become so much that parental and peer 

pressure can make a child feel disheartened and lead to depression. However, whatever be the case whether 

there are mechanical or human teacher, a change is always considered better. 

5. Refer notes and do it on your own. 

 

POEM 1 : THE ROAD NOT TAKEN 

1. The poet is trying to express that in the life of a person one has to take a decision when he has two different 

choices. Similarly, when one encounters a diversion of roads, one has to make a decision and choose one over 

the other. 

2. The roads, on that morning, had not been used and were looking fresh as the grass had not been crushed by 

travelling of people. 

3. The poet knew that he could not travel on both the roads. He had to take a decision. He decided to walk on 

one road and thought that someday he will come back and take the other road. 

4. It is ironical that after taking a decision, we always crib or regret why we didn't take the other decision. It is a 

human tendency because we always live on the path of 'ifs' and 'buts'. The decision once taken can generally 

not be reversed and the resultant outcome of the same has to be borne. Even if the decision taken brings 

good luck, we lament that we had the choice to take the other decision. The dilemma continues even after 

many many years hence it was taken. 

 

CHAPTER 2 : THE SOUND OF MUSIC 

1. At 11. 



2. For leaning music hearing is very important. Without hearing one can never imagine music.However, Ron Forbes 

identified the potential of Evelyn and asked her to sense it in some other way, that she may feel music and 

respond to it. Then she discovered that she could sense certain notes in different parts of her body only because 

of Forbes' encouragement. 

3. Refer notes. 

4. Refer notes. 

5. At the age of 3, Bismillah Khan started learning music from his maternal uncle. 

6. Bismillah khan got his big break with the opening of ALL INDIA RADIO in Lucknow in 1938. 

7. Refer notes and do it on your own. 

 

POEM 2 : WIND  

1. It is very amusing to note that the poet is talking to wind which is an inanimate object and cannot speak. 

2. The poet is annoyed with the wind because it favors the brave and strong and troubles the weak and pokes 

them. 

3. The wind crushes the weaklings, pokes them and makes fun of them. 
4. Wind is a friend and a foe at the same time. It is a friend for them who are brave and strong. It makes them 

fierce and ferocious. If a fire is strong it makes it ferocious and brutal but if it is weak, it puts it off. When the 

window shutters, the doors that are weak and wobbly and the leaves that are weak and frail, it breaks them. If 

we fasten our window shutters strongly, make our windows and doors strongly hinged, and make our houses 

strong, it doesn’t break them but plays with them. If we allow it to rule us, it overpowers. It carries the dust 

particles, fallen leaves, garbage etc. and makes a statement that it rules over weak. 

 

CHAPTER 3 : THE LITTLE GIRL 

1. She was afraid of her father because he had a huge body and behaved very strictly in front of her. 

2. The grandmother asked Kezia to make a surprise gift, a pin cushion with yellow silk, for her father on his 

birthday. 

3. Mr. MacDonald was a friendly person. He used to play with his children in the garden, laugh at their pranks 

and did not scold them. Whereas Kezia’s father was a strict, used to speak little and had a stern face. He 

never played with Kezia. He used to scold Kezia for her mistakes, even when she stuttered he never tried to 

pacify her. He would comment on her behavior and her actions. 

4. A change occurred in Kezia towards her father when her mother had to go to hospital for her treatment and she 

had to sleep alone at home. Kezia was always afraid of sleeping alone as she used to get nightmares. Her mother 

would take her to her bedroom and made her sleep with her whenever Kezia was afraid. That night when she 

was alone at home and had the nightmare, her father took her to his room and made her comfortable and took 

her to his bed to sleep. 

 



 

 

POEM 3 : RAIN ON THE ROOF 

1. Coates Kinney 

2. The poet says that the sound of falling drops of rain ‘echo in the heart’ as they leave a lasting and soothing 

impression. 

3. He remembers his mother and her tender love as to how she used to put him to bed and fondly comforts him 

before going to leave him to sleep and have sweet dreams. 

4. Yes, when the soft rain falls on the roof I have often listened to it. It’s really enchanting to listen to the sound of 

the drops. The pitter patter sound of the falling droplets brings in a soothing effect. It reminds of the sound 

made by a leaking tap when the drops of water fall one by one after a short time in the bucket containing a little 

water. The sound of these drops keeps changing in scale like the rhythm of a song.These variations tell us that 

nature too likes music and has an orchestra of its own. 

 

 

 

 

 


