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*Note- Before attempting the question and answers you must check the links given below which will 
help you in understanding the poem thoroughly. 

You can download the assignment or if you do not have the facility to get printout then you can ask 
your ward to copy the assignment in a simple notebook and must do question and answers in the 
same.

Link:

https://youtu.be/j4O5yEYk4MY

https://youtu.be/tSKFC6QfvfM

NCERT Question and answers.

Infer the meaning of the following words from the context.

   Padding                                         transient

Answer

Paddling: To move a boat by means of paddles.

Transient: Something that stays at a place for a short time-period.
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Think It Out

1. What does the word ‘cardboard’ denote in the poem? Why has this word been used?

The word cardboard denotes the photograph pasted on a hard thick paper. This word has been used to 
refer to a practice in the past when photographs were pasted on cardboard and framed with glass front 
to preserve them.

https://youtu.be/j4O5yEYk4MY
https://youtu.be/tSKFC6QfvfM


2. What has the camera captured?

The camera has captured some happy moments from the childhood of the poet’s mother. It was a scene 
taken from a beach where she had gone with her cousins, Betty, Dolly and her uncle for a sea holiday. 
The girls were paddling in the water.

3. What has not changed over the years? Does this suggest something to you?

The sea has not changed over the years. It is still the same. The sea symbolizes eternity.

4. The poet’s mother laughed at the snapshot. What did this laugh indicate?

This laugh indicates her remembering her past. She looked back to her childhood with nostalgia and 
remembered the innocent joys of her childhood days.

5. What is the meaning of the line “Both wry with the laboured ease of loss”.

The line refers to the sea holiday as remembered by her mother and the poet remembering her 
mother’s laughing face. Both these now belong to the past. Her mother is no more now.

6. What does “this circumstance” refer to?

‘This circumstance’ refers to the present situation of the poet wherein the poet is absorbed in the 
painful memory of her dead mother. Looking at the photograph and thinking of her mother’s laughter, 
the poet also realises that it has been the same number of years since her mother died as her mother’s 
age in the photograph.

Assignment # 2

You can download the assignment or if you do not have the facility to get printout then you can ask 
your ward to copy the assignment in a simple notebook and must do question and answers in the 
same.

NOTE:    THIS ASSIGNMENT NEEDS TO BE DONE UNDER THE HEADING OF EXTRA QUESTION AND   
ANSWERS.

1. When was the photograph clicked?

2. What does the word transient indicates?



3. Where were the three girls standing?
4. What was the age of the girl in the photograph?
5. When was the photo taken? Whom does she show?
6. How did the three girls face the camera?
7. The three stanzas depict three different phases. What are they? 

ANSWERS
1. When was the photograph clicked?

The photograph was a childhood photograph of poet's mother. The photograph was 
taken when the poet's mother was around twelve in the photograph.

2. What does the word transient indicates?
Transient means something which is temporary or short-lived. Here, when the author 
says terribly transient feet, she refers to the ever changing imprints of the feet left on 
the sea sand. The sea never appears to change but the human life is transient.

3. Where were the three girls standing?
The three girls are standing at the beach side. They are enjoying a sea holiday and their 
uncle clicks the camera and captures the photograph.

4. What was the age of the girl in the photograph?
The age of the girl in the photograph was twelve years old.

5. When was the photo taken? Whom does she show?
The photo was taken when the poetess mother was twelve, when she had gone for a 
sea holiday with her cousins. The photo shows the poetess mother and her two cousins 
Dolly and Betty holding hands of each other.

6. How did the three girls face the camera?
When their uncle asked them to pose for a photograph, they were very glad. They held 
each other tightly and stood still. Their happiness showed in their face, as a smile ran 
through their hair.

7. The three stanzas depict three different phases. What are they?
The three stanza depict three different phases.

The first stanza depict the sweet, smiling face of the poet’s mother with her two girl’s        
cousins when they were out to enjoy their holiday at the beach. The poet’s mother was 
only a girl of twelve than. It was her childhood stage.



The second phase is about the middle aged mother of the poet. That girl of twelve is a 
middle aged lady now and she laughs to see her girl cousins at the snapshot taken at the 
beach.
The third phase is about the death of that middle aged poet’s mother. The poet mourns 
the death of her mother and remains speechless and thereafter reigns deeper silence.


