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RATIONALE

General Studies can be defined as a multi-disciplinary approach with the content from
different fields of studies. The aim of teaching General Studies to secondary school
students is to provide a comprehensive education that equips them with the knowledge
and skills they need to succeed in all aspects of their lives. At the senior school stage
there is an element of specialization due to which the students do not get exposed to
some vital disciplines/areas of study that are not covered in their specialized field. The
subject therefore focuses on developing critical thinking, problem-solving,
communication skills, as well as fostering social and cultural awareness, promoting civic
responsibility, and encouraging independent learning. It also promotes personal and
social development and prepares students for life-long learning. By covering a range of
subjects and skills, General Studies aims to give students a broad base of knowledge
and the ability to apply it in real-world situations.

All these enrich the learner for an individual development and nation at large. Students
who take up General Studies will possess the competitive advantage. It will also
stimulate constructive thinking about the possible forms in advanced courses. It widens
the horizons and develops the personal interests in students with a focus on Cultural,
Social and Scientific domains.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

The Learning objectives of teaching General Studies are as follows:

General Studies aims to teach students how to analyze, evaluate, and interpret
information in a systematic manner.

1 General Studies teaches students about their rights and responsibilities as citizens
and encourages them to participate in their communities.

1 The subject provides students with opportunities to apply their knowledge to real-
world situations and to develop their problem-solving skills.

1 It helps students develop pride in the rich cultural heritage as well as in the
multipronged achievements of the country in various fields such as politics,
agriculture, Science and technology, education and industry.

1 General Studies helps students develop their verbal and written communication
skills, enabling them to effectively express their ideas and opinions, be conversant
with contemporary socio-economic problems of the country like illiteracy, poverty,
social disharmony, sex or caste discrimination etc.

1 The subject promotes self-directed learning and encourages students to take an
active role in their own education.
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General Studies helps students understand themselves and others better and
develop the skills needed for positive relationships.

It helps to prepare students for life-long learning by providing a foundation of
knowledge and skills that students can build upon throughout their lives.
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COURSE STRUCTURE- CLASS IX

S.No

UNIT 1

UNIT 2

UNIT 3

UNIT 4

UNIT 5

Unit

No. of periods

Science and Technology 10

f
f
f

Application of Science and Technology
Emerging Technologies
Science and Technology in the Social Context

Current trends in Socio-economic Structure 10

f
f
f
f

Current Trends in Socio Economic Structure

Socio Economic Structure

Implementing Social Protection Strategies

Limitations and Uncertainties of Socio Economic Structure

Nation Building 12

f
f
1
1

Meaning and Importance of National Integration
Historical Context of Nation Building

The role of Education and the Media in Nation Building
Challenges and Limitations to Nation Building

Promoting Global Understanding 10

f
il
il
il

Global Conflict analysis and Resolution

Global Voices

Global Environmental Ethics

Global Understanding through Travel And Tourism

Workforce Education Skills 12

il
il
il
il

Soft skills

Digital Skills

Industry Specific Skills
Financial literacy
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COURSE STRUCTURE- cLASS xlI

S.No Unit No. of periods

1 Science and Society
1 Nature of Science 10

NIT 1 . . ,
v T Science as a Social Enterprise

Contemporary Problems of Indian Society 10

UNIT 2 1 Issues related to women
1 Health Care System
1 Contemporary phase

Career Pathways 12

UNIT 3 1 Goal Setting
Common career paths

Internship as a medium of transition from Schools
to Universities

Social Responsibility 10

UNIT 4 1 Types of Social responsibility
1 Role of Students within a group
1 Principles of Socially Responsible behaviour

Human Rights 12

1 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
UNIT 5 its significance

1 The responsibility of individuals, communities, and
businesses in promoting human rights

1 The relationship between human rights and
sustainable development
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GUIDELINES FOR INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

Gener al studies focus on the naffective doma
global citizen Even though it is a subject for internal assessment, students can be
assessed through activities to make the subject more interactive and interesting.

The aim of assessing is not to evaluate the students based on the knowledge that they
have acquired. The assessment is to ensure that they are sensitized towards the
development of personal, social, environmental tolerance and the awareness towards
our constitution and global understandings.

Teachers can determine the frequency of assessment based on intensity of the content

and the requirements of the topics. The assessment activities will be focusing on the

21st century skills and experiential learning which provides a holistic approach to the

learners to understand the world and the Nation at large. These assessments can be

done through fAMultiple Assessment Techniques
reviews and many more.

MULTIPLE ASSESSMENT TECHNIQUES

The subject teachers would determine the type and frequency of multiple assessments.
This would make assessment more comprehensive and provide schools/teachers
flexibility to use multiple and diverse techniques to assess learners viz. observation, oral
tests, individual or group work, class discussion, field-work, concept maps, graphic
organizers, visual representation etc. Hence, the schools are given autonomy to use
alternate modes of assessment as per the demand of the subject and the context
towards addressing the goal of assessment for and as learning, such as, quizzes,
project-work, Self and peer assessment, collaborative projects, experiments, classroom
demonstrations, etc. Developing simple scoring criteria and rubrics becomes of equal
importance when deciding to use a particular technique.

SUGGESTIONS TO THE TEACHERS

Teachers should encourage participation of each student in some activity or the others.

They must ensure that no child is left out from participation in activities organized at

school. Consider using rubrics to assess student performance. Rubrics provided in the

annexures make it easier for teachers to evaluate student work. Examine the behaviour

/ skills / competencies of children in the class on all possible occasions, teachers will

maintain records of the performance of learners. Schools should encourage teachers to

wor k coll aboratively wi t h ot her teachers f
performance and then finally assigning grades.
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SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT

The evaluation of General Studies is done by the schools. They are expected to
assess the performance of all the students on a 9-Point scale as given below and

report it to the Board:

Grade

Al

A2

Bl

B2

C1

C2

D1

D2

Description

Topl/8th of the passed candidates

Next 1/8th of the passed candidates

Next 1/8th of the passed candidates

Next 1/8th of the passed candidates

Next 1/8th of the passed candidates

Next 1/8th of the passed candidates

Next 1/8th of the passed candidates

Next 1/8th of the passed candidates

Essential Repeat
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Passing in General Studies is a basic condition of eligibility for earning the Senior School
Certificate from the Board. The result of a student who fails to get a grade higher than
'E' in General Studies will be withheld but not for more than a year. This arrangement
imposes an additional responsibility on the teaching staff of a school.

As has been emphasized, the major objectives of teaching General Studies lie in the
6affective daglmavalnaton shéutdbelbaskd an observational methods
assessing students' interests, attitudes and personality traits.
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GUIDELINES FOR CONTENT DELIVERY

Teachers must ensure that the content delivery is aligned with the learning outcomes
and objectives, and that the students are able to achieve their full potential.

To effectively deliver general studies content to students, teachers should:

1. Start with a clear and concise overview of the topic: Provide a brief overview of the
key concepts, facts, and theories related to the topic.

2. Use interactive methods of teaching: Engage students in the learning process by
using interactive methods suggested in the manual such as discussions, debates, role-
plays, and simulations.

3. Encourage students to ask questions: Encourage students to ask questions and
clarify their doubts. This will help them understand the topic better and also foster
critical thinking..

4. Provide real-world examples: Use real-world examples and case studies to help
students relate the topic to their daily lives.

5. Use technology: Use technology such as online resources, educational apps, and
online simulations to enhance the learning experience.

6. Evaluate learning: Regularly assess students' understanding of the topic through
multiple assessments like quizzes, role-plays, and projects.

7. Encourage self-directed learning: Encourage students to take ownership of their
learning by assigning independent research projects or encouraging them to seek
additional resources.

8. Create a positive learning environment: Create a positive and supportive
learning  environment by being approachable, encouraging, and engaging with
students. This will foster a love for learning and help students perform better.

General Studies (503) Syllabus 2024-25 | Page 10 of 71




Class Xl
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UNIT-1

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLO  GY

Science and technology are interdependent fields that influence and shape each other.
Science provides the knowledge and understanding of natural phenomena, while
technology utilizes this knowledge to develop practical applications and innovations.
These innovations, in turn, drive further scientific inquiry by creating new questions and
areas for investigation. This close relationship between science and technology has led
to significant advances in many areas, including medicine, transportation,
communication, and energy production, among others. The continued interaction and
collaboration between science and technology will likely lead to even more
breakthroughs in the future and play a crucial role in shaping our world.

Exploring emerging technologies is important for staying current with advancements
and their potential impacts. Emerging technologies like artificial intelligence, robotics,
biotechnology, and the Internet of Things (IoT) have the potential to revolutionize many
aspects of our lives and create new opportunities for growth and development.

It is also crucial to analyze the impact of science and emerging technologies on our
lives. This includes considering both the benefits and potential drawbacks, such as
privacy concerns, job displacement, and ethical implications. By examining the impact
of these technologies, we can make informed decisions about how to best use them to
improve our lives and address societal challenges.

Overall, science and technology are central to our lives and will continue to play an
increasingly important role in shaping the future. By staying informed and engaged with
these developments, we can maximize their benefits and minimize any negative
consequences.
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APPLICATION OF SCIENCE IN EVERYDAY LIFE

SPECIFIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Students will be able to

1

analyze the impact of scientific advancements on society and culture, including
their potential benefits and drawbacks.

describe the role of science in healthcare, including the use of medical technology,
pharmaceuticals, and diagnostic procedures.

discuss the importance of environmental science in understanding and addressing
environmental issues, such as climate change, pollution, and resource depletion.

TEACHING LEARNING PROCESS

Teachers can coordinate and

1

have students participate in a local clean up event to experience the impact of
pollution on the environment and research a specific environmental issue, such as
climate change or deforestation.

arrange a visit to a local hospital or medical facility to learn about the various
technologies used in healthcare, and conduct research on a specific medical
condition to understand the role of science in its diagnosis and treatment.

provide opportunities to do research and discuss the impact of a specific scientific
advancement, such as artificial intelligence, on society and culture, and present
their findings to the class.

LEARNING OUTCOME WITH SPECIFIC COMPETENCIES

Students will be able to

1

identify and explain the scientific principles and concepts behind a specific
technology. They will also be able to understand the role of science in healthcare
and its impact on diagnosis, treatment, and patient outcomes.

demonstrate their understanding of environmental issues facing society and the
role of science in addressing them.

evaluate the role of science in solving problems in society and appreciate both
potential benefits and drawbacks of such advancements.
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