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The gharial
population has been
at its lowest since
the 1970s. What
went wrong and
what can we do?
ROMULUS WHITAKER
and JANAKI LENIN

ISPY tendrils of mist rise del-

icately from the water surface,

tinged gold by the dawn. Your

breath hangs as little clouds of
vapour as you gaze upon the Girwa
River on a cold winter morning, A trio
of hollow clapping sounds from the
other side of the river, half a kilometre
away tells you that an adult male gha-
rial is advertising his presence, It is the
height of the breeding season. The
place seems trapped in a time in early
history when man was still elad in ani-
mal skins. It is only as the sun rises
higher and burns the mist off the water
that the world comes into focus with
appalling clarity. The five-km stretch
of the Girwa River in Katerniagh

three wild breeding sites left in the tard When they reached a metre in amrns]
world for the most unique of all the  length. thev were released in the wild.

Gharial on the brink

CRITICALLY ENDANGERED: Captive gharial at the Madras C Wl!

at
Wildlife Sanctuary is one of the only hatched by FAD consultant Bob Bus-  ability tosupportlarger numbersofthe  Dhruva Basu compile famemn o cisimed that

= Blrd deaths blamed on dirty Yamuna

= Delhi Govt Repnrt Pmnts To Toxic Elements in Stagnant Water
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WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE, NOT A DROP TO DRINK: After a
heavy downpour, a boy collects drinking water in Kolkata. Life
in the city and its adjacent districts was paralysed as incessant
overnight rain, measuring a record 180 mm, flooded vast areas
and disrupted traffic.
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A Kashmiri earthquake survivor carries water in the snow
in a devastated village .
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Bas:c Safety Precautions To Be Taken :

information to others.

Listen to radio/TV for the latest weather bulletins and flood wamnings. Pass on lhe

* Make a family emergency kit which should include; a portable radio/transister,
lorch, spare batteries, a first aid box along with essential medicines, ORS, dry
food ilems, drinking water, malchboxes, candles and other essential items.

* Keep hurricane lamp, ropes, rubber tubes, umbrella and bamboo stick in your
house. These could be useful.

* Keep your cash, jewellery, valuables, important documents etc. in a safe place.

* If there is a flood, move along with your family members and cattle to safe areas like
relief camps, evacuation centres, elevated grounds where you can take shelter.

*  Tum off power and gas connections before leaving your house.
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Hea rain drowns Kolkata
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During floods
* Don't enterinto flood waters; it could be dangerous. u_:::__
Don't allow children to play in or near flood waters. e e

hualt on Frisheg Thoe iy b 0 for
Stay away from sewerage line, gutters, drains, culverts etc. L enrir i

b iy
Be careful of snakes, snakebites are common during flocds. el s sy wr B 1
Stay away from electric poles and fallen power-lines to avoid electrocution,

Don't use wet electrical appliances - get them checked before use. s i e
e e £uim Liabed Uty
Eat freshly cooked and dry food. Always keep your food covered. e s

Use boiled and filtered drinking water.
Keep all drains, gutters near your house clean.

Stagnation of water can breed vector/water-borne diseases .In case of sickness,
seek medical assistance.

Use bleaching powder and lime to disinfect the surroundings.
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Are you

a water harvester?

This monsoon, join us in counting the raindrops
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Jharia to be shifted

COAL FIRE CATASTROPHE

Law Kumar Mishra | 1 ““The Centre has already
sanctioned Rs 14 crore for the
Dhanbad: The government  first phase of shifting.”

has decided to relocate an en- Claiming it to be oneof the
tire township — Jharia — be.  world's major evacuation
cause of the drives, d the shifting
spread of underground fires  would be done in three phas—

1990, Aceording to the Rana
paned, the cost of shifting peo-
ple will be at Rs 20,000 crore.
Thehnnapsnel had also said,

“It is profitable to shift people
from Jharia, since coal worth
Rs 60,000 crore is lying

the Jharia

that have been burning for u in five

years in the coal belt.

Coal unit fi ned
Rs 300 crin
damages

Dhananjay Mahapatra | Thw

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
has asked India's largest coal
producing company — South
Eastern Coalfields Ltd — to pay
within a month Rs 300 crore as
compensation for using forest
land in Chhattisgarh. This is in
addition to Rs 50 crore already
paid by the PSU, which is a sub-
sidiary of Coal India Ltd, to con-
tinue its operations in the state.

SECL will have to pay Rs 100
crore within a week and the rest
within a menth, the forest Bench
comprising CJI Y K Sabharwal
and Justices Arijit Pasayat and
5 H Kapadia directed on Friday

‘The court, in its earlier judg-
ment, had said that all compa-
nies were liable to pay Penal
Compensatory Afforestation
cost and amount of Net Present
Value to continue operations in

‘Over 50%

of coal-belt
mines unsafe’

Law Kumar Mishra | tan

Dhanbad: Three days after one of the worst
mining disasters in decades left 54 people
dead, the chief of the company which
owns these mines, said no less than half the
mines in the area did not meet the basic
safety standards.

Bharat Coking Coal Ltd (BCCL) chair-
man Partho S Bhattacharya, however, said
on Saturday the company shouldn't be
blamed for operating unsafe mines because
workers and trade unions had blocked
moves to shut these for fear of losing jobs.
He said only one out of 41 mines was oper-
ated scientifically and of the rest, the many
were functioning against the advice of the
Directorate General of Mines Safety. He de-

WAIT AND WATCH: A crowd h

the rescue
outside the Bharat Coking Coal Ltd mine at Bhatdih in Jharkhand

on Thursday

‘Safety standards
were not in place’

Law Kumar Mishra | Ten

Dhanbad: Union coal minister
Shibu Soren on Thursday an-
nounced an ex gratia of Rs 3
lakh to the families of the mine

tained, even though the direc-
tor general of mine safety car-
ries out surveys of the safety
norms,” an expert said.

Some agitating miners al-
leged that “there is no emer-

forest land already allotted to  scribed safety standards in 24 mines as poor. traged,y victims. Soren said: gency measures inside the
them by the states, Bhattacharya said workers were aware of the victims will mine. We go deep — between
Magmnﬂ“{‘f G“’B’ ;&%ﬁiﬁz that they would have to seek voluntary re-  be provided employment by the 400 feet and 1,500 ft — into the
guad u'?:nhe company had one  tirement if unsafe mines were shut. Bharat Coking Coal from today  mines with only an oxygen
of the best records for protec- Bharat Coking Coal management on Sat- A probe by the director gener- mask.” The tragedy points to
tion of environment and had urday also handed over employment letters  al of mines safety and the the lack of security measures
won awards at the national and  to the i liate people i dby fam-  labour commissioner willalso by Bharat Coking Coal despite
state lovel, He said the Rs 20 ilies of victims. Ironically, these people,  be initiated.” previous instances of disasters
e D eneminy. most likely, would go to work in mines _Sorenalso held discussions due to methane leak.

enough for it to be allowed coal  deemed unsafe by the company. with Bharat Coking Coal offi-
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= New Delhi: India seems to 2 m . ations

have made its mark on the

world travel map. Overseas [* 0 4 1| Italy 6 | France
holidayers and travellers —— 2| MNew Zealand 7 | Thailand

have put India in the big
league, ranking it as the
fourth most attractive and
satisfying holiday destina-
tion in the world. It stands
ahead of several developed
and traditional hot spots
like US, France, Singapore,
Thailand and South Africa.

According to the 2006
Conde Nast Readers’ Trav-

. 3| Australia 8 | Spain
4| INDIA 9 | Brazil
5| South Africa 10| Switzerland
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Bombay Natural History Society: http://www.bnhs.org/
Birding in India and South Asia: http://www.birding.in/
Website of Project Tiger: http://projecttiger.nic.in/

Nature Conservation Foundation: http://www.ncf-india.org/

Wildlife Conservation Society of India: http://www.wildlife.in/

Wildlife Trust of India: http://www.wildlifetrustofindia.org/

Kalpavriksh Environment Action Group: http://www.kalpavriksh.org/

Down to Earth Magazine: http://www.downtoearth.org.in/

Centre for Environment Education, India: http://www.ceeindia.org/cee/index.html

World steel Association: www.worldsteel.org
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